
ETSD Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Question: Will our children be in school full days?
Answer: Yes, our day will begin at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m.

Question: Will students be required to wear masks?
Answer: Yes, executive order 251 mandates that all students and staff wear masks while in the
building.

Question: Will students be provided masks breaks?
Answer: Yes, students will be able to take their masks off during lunch, while eating, and for any
outdoor activity.

Question: Will masks be required for the entire school year?
Answer: Yes, students and staff will be required to wear masks until the mandate is lifted.

Question: Will my child have to wear a mask on the bus?
Answer: Yes, masks will be required for all students who qualify for bus transportation.

Question: Will students be permitted to use water fountains?
Answer: Water fountains will remain closed. Families are encouraged to send in water bottles
each day that are labeled with your child’s name.

Question: What will lunch look like?
Answer: Students will be assigned seats in the lunchroom and can unmask to eat lunch.
Students will be able to select seats that will be marked ‘open’ the first day, but will be required
to sit in that seat for the first month of school. This is to help contact trace, if needed.

Question: What is the cost of lunch this year?
Answer: Lunch is free for all students this year. Families who qualify for free and reduced
meals will still be required to complete the annual application ASAP to fully take advantage of
the additional benefits.
Answer pt. 2: CAUTION REGARDING FOOD ALLERGIES - Because breakfast and lunch are
free, and in an effort to reduce students gathering in lines, Nutri-Serve will not be checking
students out. Students will be able to grab their food and go straight to their tables.
Unfortunately, this makes it harder to flag food allergies. Therefore, it is very important for
everyone involved to be aware. Students with food allergies should be reminded to avoid the
food, and encouraged to speak up (stop and ask cafeteria staff questions and/or request a
nurse). Parents should reinforce food allergies and restrictions with their students. Parents
should also communicate with the Nurse's Office, teachers, and cafeteria (especially if they feel
their student is not able to self-advocate or follow restrictions).

Question: Will students change for physical education?



Answer: No, students will not change for physical education this year as locker rooms are being
utilized by our nurses.

Question: Will students switch classes?
Answer: Yes, middle school students switch every period and elementary students will change
classes for specials.

Question: Will the desks be sanitized after each use?
Answer: Yes, like last year, students will be provided with sanitizing wipes to clean the desk and
tables they use in class and in the lunchroom.

Question: What happens if my child forgets her/his mask?
Answer: Our staff will provide your child with a mask before they enter the building.  Also, if a
mask is damaged, we will provide one for your child. Please send extra masks in a plastic bag
to be kept in your child’s backpack or locker.

Question: I have a middle school child and they have WIN on their schedule.  What is WIN?
Answer: We have created a flex period to allow students to get “What I Need”.  This could be
enrichment, supplemental services, health and/or physical education, homework support, or
additional instruction in Math and/or Language Arts.

Question: Is virtual school an option?
Answer: No, virtual instruction is not an option at this time. Families who opt not to send their
child to school will need to homeschool their child/ren.

Question: Do ETSD teachers provide support for homeschooling?
Answer: No, parents who opt for homeschooling will be responsible for all materials and
instruction.

Question: Is there still a Daily Health Check-In?
Answer: Yes, but you are not currently required to submit it on PowerSchool. All families and
staff should continue to monitor the health of their household, and review the Daily Health
Check-In each day anyone is coming into the school building. For your reference, the questions
are still available in PowerSchool, and are listed on our website Daily Health Check-In Form. If
you have any 'Yes' answers, you should not enter the ECS building. Please contact the Nursing
office for further discussion and instructions.
(NOTE: As we navigate COVID-19 related issues, Eastampton Community School has been
following Burlington County and New Jersey Departments of Health, and their COVID-19
Public Health Recommendations for Local Health Departments for K-12 Schools
(previously dated 3/23/21). As we began the 2021-22 school year, we have been anticipating
updates to this guidance which were finally published on 8/31/21. Please understand that we
are still working to incorporate those final updates, and will adjust information on our website as
soon as possible.

https://www.etsdnj.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=8282
http://www.co.burlington.nj.us/1845/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019_schools.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf


Question: My child woke up and does not feel well, should we send him/her to school?
Answer: No. When considering illness symptoms, please start by referring to the Daily Health
Check-In questions. If your child's symptoms qualify as COVID-like illness, please notify the
nurse's office. We understand that there are other viruses circulating, or there may be other
reasons for the symptoms, but we cannot make assumptions. Regarding general illness
symptoms, or after a negative COVID test, it is still important to consider keeping your student
home from school until symptoms are gone. Passing around other viruses like a cold or the flu
means that more students (and teachers) also end up needing testing, or need to be out of
school. So, your honesty and diligence can significantly reduce the impact on our whole school
community.

Question: When and how long might someone have to quarantine after exposure to a positive
COVID-19 case?
Answer: This answer will vary. There are multiple factors including consistent and proper mask
wearing, vaccination status, student versus staff, length of exposure, and current risk level, etc.
Please contact the Nurse’s Office anytime you have a concern about exposure or illness. We
will then make a determination based on your individual case.

Question: How will my child be educated if they have to quarantine at home?
Answer: Flexible virtual instruction.  Students will be provided with work and will have a daily
video conference with a teacher for instruction and support.

Question: Will there be clubs and sports this year?
Answer: Yes, clubs and sports will be run this year with the understanding that if local COVID
numbers change, we reserve the right to modify activities as a safety measure.
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